APPELLATION WINES

2016 STA. RITA HILLS PINOT NOIR

One of the world’s best
cool-climate growing regions

VINEYARD DETAILS

FACTS OF NOTE

Sourced from a variety of special vineyards:
La Encantada, John Sebastiano, Vineyard
Francesca

TECHNICAL DETAILS
Fermentation

1.5-ton open top tanks / 5-8 ton
open top stainless steel tanks /
7% whole cluster

FE RME N TATION

PRE MIE RE

TE R R A I N

7%
whole
cluster

Our first
wine from
this region

East/West
transverse
mountain range

A microclimate that began a mere 20 million years ago, is nothing short of a miracle. Tectonic plate movements
over the years caused mountains to rise out of the ocean, break off the plate and rotate clockwise creating one of
the most defined transverse ranges on the Pacific Coast. Remnants of marine sediment deposited during the

47% new French oak /
9 months

Oak

Alcohol

13.5%

PH

3.62

Titratable Acidity

7.05 g/L

Miocene Epoch is the base of the soil found here with the added element of elevated calcium. But what makes
this area truly unique is the purely East/West maritime mouth that funnels cooling coastal fog, and wind to the
vines. One of the smaller AVAs in California, Sta. Rita Hills is one of the world’s best cool-climate growing regions
of Pinot Noir.
La Encantada Vineyard - Residing on a ridge straddling the Santa Ynez River, La Encantada is one of the westernmost vineyards in the AVA. With no protection from the chilling maritime breezes, this is one of the coolest sites
in the region. Planted by Richard Sanford, a member of the Vintners Hall of Fame, the 100-acre vineyard is 96%

TASTING NOTES

Pinot Noir. With an array of complex Monterey Formation soils and organic farming practices, the fruit from this
site has distinct varietal expression. Robust aromatics and rich textural elements construct a well-built wine.

Nose: Soft and elegant with aromas of lifted
red fruits; such as pomegranate, white tea and

John Sebastiano Vineyard - A newer vineyard in the Sta. Rita Hills AVA, John Sebastiano Vineyard sits along the

raspberry.

eastern border of the region. Containing a variety of microclimates, 100 acres are dominated by constant

Mouth: Bright and high energy. Structured

exposure to maritime winds. High-density planting of two premium clonal selections, Pommard and Swan, the

tannins backed with slight minerality. Layered

annual yield is small but intense. Small clusters and berries are extremely concentrated, producing a Pinot Noir

fruits including hints of truffle, ripe Bing

with chalky mineral notes and well-integrated tannins.

cherries and dried figs.

Vineyard Francesca - Sitting at 315 ft. elevation on the westernmost tip of the Sta. Rita Hills appellation, this 6.5
acres vineyard got its start as horse pasture. The transformation took place in 2008 as organic farming techniques
helped bring the site to life. Receiving an ideal amount of protection from neighboring slopes, Vineyard Francesca
gains balanced exposure to warm afternoons, maritime breezes and evening fog. These elements contribute to a
friendly, versatile and elegant Pinot Noir.
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